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Richard Friesner received his Ph.D. from Berkeley in 1979, working with Prof. Kenneth Sauer. He was a 
postdoctoral fellow at MIT from 1979-1982 with Prof. Robert Silbey. In 1982 he became an Assistant Professor of 
Chemistry at the University of Texas at Austin. He moved to Columbia in 1990 as a Professor of Chemistry.  He has 
received a number of awards including the Alfred P. Sloan Foundation Fellowship, Camille and Henry Dreyfus 
Teacher-Scholar Award, and the NIH Research Career Development Award.  His  research interests are focused in 
the areas of computational methods development, and applications to problems in biology and material science.  
Particular topics of current interest include protein structure prediction, modeling of enzyme catalysis using 
quantum mechanical methods, development of accurate methods for determining protein-ligand binding, and 
modeling of  molecule -surface interactions. He is  a founder of Schrodinger, Inc., and currently serves as Chairman 
of the Scientific Advisory Board and as a member of the Board of Directors. 
 
 

 


